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April 9, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:   April 13, Council Meeting – held online via Zoom, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports that Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP) 

applications are still coming in every day.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the desire to get as 

many applications as possible, the deadline for applications has been extended to May 1st.   The 

lottery drawing for the winning applicants will be done via Zoom on May 4th at 3pm so the public 

can watch if they wish. 

 

In other news, we are working on the closing documents for Schuur Park with the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources.   City Council will be asked to approve an MDNR Declaration 

for the park on Monday night.  We continue to put the latest news on the City’s website and urge 

residents to check the website often. 

 

 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on a variety of activities Across the City. 

With so many residents at home due to the COVID virus, they are using 

this time to do some spring clean-up in their yards and homes.  As a 

result of this, the compost site having to be closed, and continuing 

equipment breakdown challenges, our half-crew and office staff was 

inundated with calls for brush and leaf pick-up.  So, we have 

discontinued taking addresses for the time being, and are making 

rounds through town as we are able.  We also had to place a sign to 

notify the public that the compost site is closed, and that they are not to 

dump at the gate.  We ask that they remain patient as we continue to do 

our best to keep up during this time. 

 

We have received many calls about the annual spring clean-up.  To 

reiterate what was mentioned last week, we received no bids for this 

service.  Feedback as to why was cited as not having enough equipment, no longer offering city-wide 

clean-ups/pick-ups, and the COVID virus.  We are still researching alternatives to provide some sort 

collection; however, it will have to take place later than usual this year.  We will communicate 

information as it becomes available. 



Michiana Recycling came in below our current provider, Waste Management, for regular city 

property waste collection; so, a recommendation has been submitted to accept their bid.  We also 

submitted to re-up the contract with MDOT for the city to maintain and be reimbursed for the state 

roads that run through town.  This is a 5-year contract, last signed in 2014.  Mitch met with 

Wolverine to discuss the potential of adding more generators to the SLAUA lift-station systems. 

 

During the past week, we had a rash of storm inlet grates being dropped into the catch-basins around 

the Parkside Apartments area.  The Housing Commission issued letters to residents to be on the 

lookout, and report any witnessed acts and/or open basins.  The crew also had to repair a broken 

clean-out at a property in the Industrial Park.   

 

The electric crew responded to a communication pole hit by a drunk driver, completed a full 

inventory of their supplies, and made further plans with MEC for the Grove/Maple tie-in, hopefully 

to be completed next week.  Unfortunately, we also received word that the spring Joint Michigan 

Apprentice Program class, EGLE Certification testing, and MDNR Applicator testing have all been 

temporarily canceled 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


